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Desk and Derrick Club of Oklahoma City 

 

CLUB MOTTO 

“GREATER KNOWLEDGE - 

GREATER SERVICE” 

 

CLUB PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Club shall be to 
promote the education and profes-
sional development of individuals 
employed in or affiliated with the 
petroleum, energy, and allied indus-
tries and to educate the general 
public about these industries. 

 

ADDC MISSION  

STATEMENT 

To enhance and foster a positive 
image to the global community by 
promoting the contribution of the 
petroleum, energy and allied indus-
tries through education, by using all 
resources available.  

 

DERRICK LIGHTS 
TULSA PORT OF CATOOSA 

By:  Marsha Gentry 
 

Vice-President, Michelle Burgard, presented our May program 
and introduced us to the Tulsa Port of Catoosa and the McClel-
lan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System (MKARNS).  This sys-
tem came about because of the need for flood control on the 
Arkansas River.  Although the building of this expansive system 
was to be very expensive, then Oklahoma Governor Robert S. 
Kerr teamed up with Arkansas Senator John L. McClellan and 
convinced Congress to pass the Rivers and Harbors Act in 1946.  
This authorized the building of the MKARNS, but construction 
wasn’t begun until 1957 and lasted 14 years.  There are five 
major benefits of the waterway with flood control being #1; oth-
ers include transportation, hydro-electric power, recreation and 
wildlife conservation. 
 
In 1971, President Richard Nixon officially dedicated the 
MKARNS and the Port of Catoosa.  The Tulsa Port of Catoosa is 
one of five public ports along the MKARNS.  It is the start of the 
MKARNS which runs 445 miles to the Mississippi River.  The nav-
igation system starts on the Verdigris River, then flows close to 
Muskogee where it meets up with the Arkansas River and goes 
on through northeastern Oklahoma and through Arkansas. 
 
Because the Tulsa Port of Catoosa is 420 feet above the Missis-
sippi River, a system of 18 locks helps transport barges on their 
voyage.  With the help of her Power Point presentation, Michelle 
explained the different types of barges used to transport grain, 
chemicals and fertilizer, steel, pipe, petroleum products, clay, 
sand, wheat, lumber, coal, gypsum and other miscellaneous 
commodities and equipment.  Standard jumbo barges measure 
35’ by 195’ and are commonly grouped three wide by three long 
for barge tows that can fit through the locks.  Then, there’s the 
power behind the barge tows.  Michelle showed us tugboats and 
towboats – the difference being that the towboat is a snubbed 
nose tugboat that doesn’t tow, it pushes these barge tows along 
the navigation system and through the locks to their destina-
tions.  At the Tulsa Port of Catoosa there is a retired towboat, 
the M/V Charley Border that operated for 27 years but is now in 
dry-dock at the Port of Catoosa Maritime Education Center.  
Michelle and others at the recent Central Region Meeting were 
able to tour “Charley”. 
 
Thanks to Michelle, we know that, although we live in the mid-
dle of the United States and don’t border any ocean, Oklahoma 
still has a very active seaport connected to the rest of the world. 
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Desk & Derrick Club of 
Oklahoma City 

Club Information • 
www.deskandderrickokc.com 

Association Information • 
www.addc.org 

2025 
 
PRESIDENT 
Tim Parrish 
Enterprise Crude Oil LLC 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Michelle Burgard 
Devon Energy 
 
SECRETARY 
Wendy Sparks 
Carl E. Gungoll Exploration 
 
TREASURER & 
IMMEDIATE PAST 
PRESIDENT 
Marsha Gentry 
Retired 
 

 

DIRECTORS 
 
Marcy Ebert 
Retired 
 
Jamie Gilmore 
General Dynamics 
 
Jamie Sabata 
Gwaukesha-Pearce industries  

2025 DIRECTORS 

BULLETIN 

Ann Mefford            405-570-9762       audrymefford@gmail.com 
EDUCATION                                         

FIELD TRIP  

Board                                    
FINANCE 

Ann Nguyen            405-606-5474        anguyen@eprod.com 

HOSPITALITY 
Jamie Gilmore           405-219-9268      j_gilmore24@yahoo.com 

INDUSTRY ACTIVITIES   

TBD               
MEMBERSHIP  

Michelle Burgard           405-552-6642     michelle.burgard@dvn.com   
RULES    
TBD            

WEBMASTER 

Jamie Gilmore           405-219-9268      j_gilmore24@yahoo.com 
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June 

From the Editor, 

Ann Mefford 

No drought this year for now.  Thankful for the rain and feeling 

blessed when the sun shines.  This year is acting strange or may-

be I don’t remember having this much rain so late in the month. 

 

Was really nice to spend the last week away with my family and 

enjoy some fun time.  We all need to take a break from our eve-

ryday life to keep things interesting.  We played in the ocean, 

spent evenings talking and catching up.  I love seeing and hang-

ing out with my adult kids and my grandkids.   

 

We are having our last meeting Tuesday before we break for the 

summer.  We all scatter off to do things for the summer break 

but,  make sure to spend time with the people you love. 

 

 
Coffee time  
 

Ann 

mailto:michelle.burgard@dvn.com
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PARLIAMENTARIAN 
     TBA 
 

Tim Parrish 
2024 OKC President 
Enterprise Products 

210 Park Ave, Suite 1500 
Oklahoma City, OK  73102 

405.606.4552 
tjparrish@eprod.com 

June 19, 2025 
 
Greetings to all of you lovely people out there.  I hope that the beginning 
of Summer is treating you well.  Tomorrow, June 20th is our Summer Sol-
stice for 2025.  The sun will rise at 6:15 am and set at 8:48 pm.  That 
means the daylight on our great state will be 14:33:24 (HH:MM:SS), which 
is 2 seconds longer than June 19th and 1 second longer than June 21st. 
BTW, what does solstice mean?  It comes from Latin words sol (sun) and 
sistere [sic] (to stand still).  
 
Knock.  Knock.   Who’s there? 
Anita.     Anita who? 
Anita put on sunscreen, so I don’t get burned. 
 
What did one sunbeam say to the other? “You brighten my day!” 
 
Have you ever been camping? 
It’s in tents. 
 
More non-D&D related babbling:  How ‘bout those THUNDER?  The NBA 
Playoffs sure have been fun this year.  Admittedly, I haven’t watched all 
the games, because they are on TV so late.  A guy like me needs all the 
beauty rest he can get.  Good luck to our local professional basketball 
team!  I hope you win tonight or on Sunday, so that OKC can experience 
the jubilation, fame and accolades of being a championship city.  GO 
THUNDER!!! 
 
Albums 50 years ago:  Blood On The Tracks (Dylan), A Night At The Opera 
(Queen), Wish You Were Here (Pink Floyd), Physical Graffiti (Zeppelin), 
One Of These Nights (Eagles), Tonight’s The Night & Zuma (N. Young), Red 
Headed Stranger (W. Nelson), Fandango (ZZ Top), Alive (Kiss), Horses (P. 
Smith), Young Americans (Aerosmith) and Captain Fantastic (E. John) were 
among a few of the great albums released in 1975. 
 
Reminder: That after our meeting on Tuesday, June 24th we will take a 
two month break and return in a flurry or maybe a fury in September. 
 
Take care and be safe, 
Tim 
 
p.s.  Invite someone to our next meeting.  
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 June, 2025  

 

WELCOME TO SUMMERTIME!  

 

Well for most of us, Summertime has officially arrived, at least that is what the tempera-

ture is saying! Heat indices are up to triple digits already, so for those of you who spend 

time outdoors, please remember to HYDRATE, HYDRATE, HYDRATE! Please stay safe on all 

outdoor excursions and any summer travel plans!  

 

All active clubs and regions should have submitted their Tax Form 990 and submitted a 

copy to the Tax Exempt Committee (US Chairman, Heather Woods; CDN Chairman, Wanda 

Guenter). Please reach out to the appropriate chairman if you have any questions.  

 

The Nominating Committee correspondence calling for nominations for the 2026 ADDC 

Board of Directors to be submitted by June 16th has been posted to the ADDC website and 

provided to all Region Directors!! If you love this organization as much as I am certain you 

do, please consider stepping up to serve! We have so many qualified and capable individu-

als, it would be wonderful to see fresh ideas and Evelyn Green will be an amazing leader! 

So think about it and get your nomination in before the deadline, you won’t regret it!!  

 

Everyone should have received the Q1 ADDC financials and report of the finance Review 

Committee. If you have any questions, please reach out to Barbara Pappas, FRC Chairman. 

Additionally, a DRAFT set of proposed amendments were provided to all RD’s for discus-

sion during each Regional Meeting. A slight change has been made to Amendment #3 

(changing minimum industry program requirements from 2 to 3) and the Rules Committee 

will be submitting the FINAL proposed amendments soon. Please evaluate the amend-

ments and be prepared to take action on them at Convention.  

 

Additionally, the Bylaws Committee has submitted their report identifying those clubs 

whose Bylaws will require review in 2025. The report can be found under News & Publica-

tions, committee news Bylaws Review. For those with reviews this year, the deadline to 

submit your bylaws is July 31, 2025.  

 

Packages have gone out for the 2025 ADDC Convention and it can be found on the ADDC 

Website! Check out the great field trips, seminars and guest speakers, then make sure to 

turn in our Registration early!! We look forward to seeing you all there!  

Until next month…  

 

Yours truly,  

Kathy Martin  
"If you’re not getting outside of your comfort zone, then you’re not growing." Chad Foster  

Board of Directors 
 
 

 
 PRESIDENT  

Kathy Martin  

Acadian Ambulance Service, Inc.  

 

PRESIDENT ELECT  

Evelyn Green  

GBC Minerals  

 

SECRETARY  

Heather Woods  
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TREASURER  

Christina Forth  

 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT  

Wendy Sparks  

Carl E. Gungoll Expl. LLC  

 

PARLIAMENTARIAN  

Judi Adams  

Retired  

 

CENTRAL REGION DIRECTOR  

Nichole Harney  

Cobra Oil and Gas Co.  

 

NORTHEAST REGION DIRECTOR  

Emily VanHaaften  

Simple Desk LLC  

 

SOUTHEAST REGION DIRECTOR  

Jennifer Accardo  

Smith Mason & Co.  

 

WEST REGION DIRECTOR  

Wanda Guenther  

Lone Wolf Enterprises  
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 June 2025  

 

I hope everyone had a fun and safe Memorial Day weekend. The first day 

of summer is right around the corner. Summer sports and vacations are 

being scheduled, I hope everyone enjoys this time with their families.  

 

The ADDC Convention registration packet has been sent out to all the 

members. There are several fun Field Trips and educational Seminars to 

choose from. I hope everyone has sent in their registration forms. If you 

haven’t received the packet, you can locate the packet on the ADDC 

website (www.addc.org). I hope to see everyone in San Antonio, Texas 

on September 16-20, 2025.  

 

ADDC needs you for 2026 Officers. The 2025 ADDC Nominating Com-

mittee is currently searching for and accepting nominations for the fol-

lowing 2026 ADDC Officers:  

• Treasurer  

• Secretary  

• President Elect  

 

If you have been a Region Director and are still employed in an allied in-

dustry, you qualify. Please think about helping the ADDC out and volun-

teer for one of the 3 positions. The cut off is June 16, 2025.  

 

Please remember to send your program reports to Diana Walker, she is 

the Region Representative for the Program Committee.  

 

The ADDC Public Relations Committee is looking for nominations for the 

Distinguished Member or Special Achievement Award. These awards can 

be for individuals or clubs. Nominations are due by July 1, 2025. You can 

find all the forms online under the Committees tab and by clicking on 

Public Relations.  

 

Everyone have a blessed month!  

 

Nichole Harney  

2025 Central Region Director  

 Nichole Harney  

Central Region Director  

PO Box 8208  

Wichita Falls, TX 76307  

940-716-5133  

Nichole@cobraogc.com  
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Lucky Strike! 

June 24, 2025 (Tuesday)  Membership Meeting   
 

On the Border 

120 S. Meridian Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 

  Dinner & Meeting at 5:30 p.m.  

 Cost $20 Meeting Only: No Charge  

 
                Reservations must be received by noon on Friday,  June 20, 2025. 

                                           

Payment Must Be Made For Reservation 

Send Reservations to: Ann Nguyen  E-mail: anguyen@eprod.com 

June 
06/24 Members Meeting 

No birthdays 

 

July  
No  Membership Meeting 

07/10 Connie Price 

07/23  Martha Hunter West 

Jamie Gilmore May birthday winner. 

 

 

 

 

Michele Burgard with  50/50 Winner Howard Thill. 

https://www.gograph.com/clipart/oil-rig-vector-gg65606471.html
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Fun 

Page 

 

JUNE 2025                                                            

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

June 22  Onion Ring Day 
  
June 23  Typewriter Day (I still have one) 

 
June 26  Chocolate Pudding Day 
 
June 29  Camera Day 

 
June 20  Meteor Watch Day 
 
July 2     World UFO Day 
 
July 4     Be Safe! 
 
July 9     Sugar Cookie Day 
 
July 12   Simplicity Day 
 
July 14   Pandemonium Day (Yikes) 
 
July 17   Yellow Pig Day 
 
July 20   Ice Cream Day (Yay) 

LET’S LAUGH (or groan) 

 
Q:   What do you call a cantaloupe in a swim-
ming pool? 
A:   A watermelon. 
 
 
Q:   What do bees say during a heat wave? 
A:    Boy, it’s swarm. 
 

 
Q:    What’s the best way to watch a fishing tour-
nament? 
A:     By live-stream. 
 

 
Q:    Why did Humpty Dumpty have a great fall? 
A:    To make up for his miserable fall. 
 
 
Q:   Where do ghosts go to cool off in the summer? 
A:   Lake Eerie. 
 
 
Q:   What kind of sandals do frogs wear? 
A:   Open-toed. 

 

 


